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Candlelight Christmas  
at the Fort will be here 
soon.   
 

Join us on Saturday,  
December 1st between 
5:30 and 8:30 pm for     
Casperôs favorite holiday 
tradition.  
 

As always, this event is 
FREE and open to all.  
 

Walk through the fort 

buildings, illuminated by 
candlelight.  As you   
explore, you will meet 
characters from the past: 
soldiers, mountain men, 
pioneers, and more. 
 

In the Museum, enjoy 
free hot chocolate and 
cookies, live holiday  
music, craft-making   
activities for the kids, 
exhibits, and shopping. 

Our Volunteers Make a Big Difference! 
Like many organizations, Fort 
Caspar Museum could not op-
erate successfully without the 
help of volunteers.  We are 
incredibly grateful for the hours 

of help we received this year. 
 

We appreciate all of the behind-
the-scenes work done through-
out the year by our volunteer 
Board (see page 2).  Thank  
you, too, to all of the of the re-
enactors who help with both 
Candlelight Christmas and   
Caspar Collins Day events. We 

are fortunate to have docents 
who lead tours for visiting 
school children.  Our wonderful 
front desk workers make visi-
tors feel welcome, allow the 
staff to take lunch breaks and 
run errands, and have even 

come in at a momentôs notice. 
 

This year we note the extraordi-

nary efforts of the following:  
 

¶ Gary Hawkinson and Deb-
by Matlack undertook a 
variety of clean-up and fix-
it projects around the fortôs 

grounds and in the garden. 
 

¶ Board Member Jim Robin-
son fabricated a new shin-
gled roof for the fortôs well 
using old-fashioned tools 
and techniques, and he 
made the small theater in 

the new puppet exhibit. 
 

¶ Board Member Joe Hayek 
is coming in to clean the 
Museum since we currently 

have no custodian. 
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Above and left:  Re-enactors demonstrate blacksmithing and 
cooking over an open flame at last yearôs event.  Top right:  
WY Fiddlers Association plays holiday music in the Museum. 

Fort Caspar Museum 
Staff  

 

Manager 
Rick Young 

 

Curator of Collections 
Michelle Bahe 

 

Visitor Services/Newsletter 
Anne Holman 

 

Education Technician 
Jayme McGoonan 

 

Front Desk 
Debra Webb Å Jayme McGoonan 

The fortôs well got a new roof this summer, 
thanks to volunteer Jim Robinson. 



Exhibit Schedule   
2018-2019 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 

Though it's hard to believe, we are quickly 
approaching the end of 2018! This year has 
been unlike anything FCMA has faced be-
fore, and as I keep saying, I could not be 
prouder of all the support that you all have 
given to the FCMA and the Museum. Without 
your help, none of the vital work that we 
undertake would be possible. This holiday 
season, I ask that you keep the Museum in 
your thoughts. The annual tradition of Can-
dlelight Christmas is not to be missed, and 
remember your discount in the Museumôs 
store. The Board and I are very excited for 
the future of FCM and have been hard at 
work with the staff developing plans to en-
sure its continued success. Wishing you all 
happy holidays and a happy new year!       

       ðCon Trumbull, FCMA Chair 

Exhibits  
of 1968. This is a collaborative project be-
tween FCM and Casper College Museum/
Gallery Studies students. 
 

World War I Home Front    
Posters Exhibit Returns 
Nov. 28, 2019 to Jan. 26, 2019 

FCMôs exhibit, ñHome Front Posters from the 
Great War, 1917-1918,ò originally opened at 
the Museum January 2017 and marked the 
100th anniversary of the U.S. entry into 
World War I.  After   
closing here, it toured 
cities throughout the 
state of Wyoming for 
twenty months and was 
viewed by over 10,000 
people.  Returning to 
Casper, it now marks the 
100th anniversary of the 

end of that war. 

To remind you, the exhibit consists of thirty 
framed copies of posters from the collection 
of The National WWI Museum and Memorial 
in Kansas City.  Most depict activities Ameri-
cans were encouraged to undertake state-

side to support the war effort abroad.   

This exhibit was made possible by the 

FCMA, Wells Fargo Bank, and the VFW.   

Impressions of the West:  
Paintings by Jim Curkendall 

Jan. 31 to April 20, 2019 

For many years, long-time Casper resident 
Jim Curkendall has been painting the 
uniquely Western beauty he sees around 
him.  He is sharing a  selection of his favorite 
compositions that are inspired by what he 

experiences daily, living in Wyoming. 

 

The Puppet Playhouse 
Nov. 24, 2018 to Nov. 9, 2019 

Twelve puppets are on view from a dona-
tion of hand-made puppets and memora-
bilia from a puppet theater group that de-
veloped in Casper in the 1950s.  The 
group, known as The Puppet Playhouse, 
traveled throughout Wyoming, Colorado, 
and Montana, performing classic fairy 

tales as well as original plays.  

The Good, the Bad, & the 
Banned: A Selection of      

Firearms from the Collection 
of Fort Caspar Museum 
Nov. 24, 2018 to Nov. 9, 2019 

This exhibit features firearms that repre-
sent various themes such as hunting, 
military, and artistic, as well as hand-held 
weapons banned by the Gun Control Act 
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 FCMA Board 
  

Chair 
Con Trumbull 

 

Vice Chair 
Steve Dacus, Jr. 

 

Treasurer  

Steve Dacus, Sr. 
 

Secretary 
Joe Hayak 

 

Daniel Mattern  Å  Jim Robinson 
Johanna Wickman 

FCMA Board Members  

Elected at Fall 

Membership Meeting 
 

The FCMAôs Annual Membership   
Meeting and election was held at the 

September 29, 2018 Lunch & Learn.   

We have new 2018-2019 

 Board MembersðJoe Hayak and Steve 
Dacus, Sr.ðand three re-elected mem-
bersðCon Trumbull, Steve Dacus, Jr., 

and Jim Robinson.  Leaving us are Doug 
Cubbison and Jaci Byrd. To all who ran 
and to past and current board members:  

Thank you!  

FCMA News  

Hunting rifles 

Puppets from the play Rumpelstiltskin  

Moon Set by Jim Curkendall 



Fort Caspar Museum  
4001 Fort Caspar Rd  
Casper, WY  82604  
307-235-8462  

Nov 24   Exhibit CLOSES:  Water is Wyomingôs Gold 

Nov 28  Exhibit OPENS:  Home Front Posters from the Great War, 1917-1918 
 

Dec 1  Candlelight Christmas at the Fort, 5:30-8:30pmðFREE event 

Dec 4  Reading the West Book Discussion: A Pinch of Salt by Audrey Cotherman, 6:30pm at Fort Caspar Museum 

Dec 8  FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm:  ñMake a Holiday Ornamentò  $ 

Dec 22 & 29 Museum is OPEN 8am-5pm on these Saturdays during the Christmas & New Yearôs holidays 
 

Jan 8  Reading the West Book Discussion: Riding the Edge of an Era by D.A. Kouris, 6:30pm at Fort Caspar Museum 

Jan 26  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm: ñMake óBlizzard of ó49ô Ice Cream Sundaesò $ 

Jan 26  Exhibit CLOSES:  Home Front Posters from the Great War, 1917-1918 

Jan 31  Exhibit OPENS:  Impressions of the West: Paintings by Jim Curkendall 
 

Feb 2  FCMA Winter Lunch & Learn, 12-2pm: TROOPERS! with Michelle Bahe  $ 

Feb 5  Reading the West Book Discussion: Ambush on Elk Mountain by Max R. Atwell, 6:30pm at Na Co. Public Library 

Feb 9  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm:  ñMake a Valentineò  $ 

Feb 23  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm:  ñThe American Bisonò $ 
 

March 5  Reading the West Book Discussion: The New Wild West by Blaire Brody, 6:30pm at Natrona Co. Public Library 

March 23 CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm: ñMake a Miniature Tipiò  $ 
 

April 2  Reading the West Book Discussion: Goodbye, Judge Lynch by John W. Davis, 6:30pm at Na Co. Public Library 

April 20  Exhibit CLOSES:  Impressions of the West: Paintings by Jim Curkendall 

April 27  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm: ñMake a Wind Sockò $ 
 

May 1  Museum goes to daily summer hours and fort buildings open  

May 4  Community FREE DAY at the Museum: no admission charged 

May 7  Reading the West Book Discussion: Cattle Kingdom, by C. Knowlton, 6:30pm at NCPLðfinal discussion of series 

May 25  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm: ñHeirloom Garden Activitiesò $ 
 

June 22  CANCELLED: FFF Hands-On Workshop, 1-3pm: ñWyoming Birdsò $ 
 

July 27   Caspar Collins Day 2018ðFREE  
 

Sept 28  Community FREE DAY at the Museum: no admission charged 
 

Oct 1  Museum goes to winter hours and fort building are close for the season. 
 

Please note: Events may be subject to last-minute changes; please call the Museum or check our website for the latest details.  

FFF = Fremont Family Funday Hands-On Workshops; they free with paid museum admission.     Å     $ = nominal cost associated with the event 

Fort Caspar Museum Events Calendar ñ2018-2019  

www.fortcasparwyoming.com  

Mission: 
 

Fort Caspar Museum collects, preserves, and exhibits 
materials related to the history of Fort Caspar,  

the City of Casper, Natrona County,  
and central Wyoming. 

 
************************************  

 

Hours of Operation: 
 

  May -  September: Daily, 8 am to 5 pm 
   (Fort buildings open 8:30 am to 4:30 pm)   

  October - April: Tuesday thru Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm 
   (Fort buildings are locked up for the season) 
 
 

Admission: $4 for adults; $2 for youths & seniors; free for kids 12 & under; 
admission is half price when fort is locked during the winter. 

ñSave the Datesò for 2019  
 

¶ Winter Lunch & Learn:  Saturday, February 2nd.  
The lecture will be on researching the exhibit and book 

about Casperôs TROOPERS!  with Michelle Bahe.  

¶ 2019 Caspar Collins Day: Saturday, July 27th. 

Thank you, Fort Caspar Museum Association!  
The FCMA supports much of our  

programming and this publication. Check our website or  
contact the Museum for membership information. 
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Looking for Out-of-Print Books 

Ghost Tours of the Fort  
October 2018  

 

The Ghost Tours continue to be very popular: 
all four evenings were filled to capacity.   

 

Thank you, Casper Area Paranormal Seekers, 
and thank you, too, to FCMôs Michelle Bahe 
and Rick Young, and to all the FCMA volun-
teers who helped run the tours: Carolyn Buff, 
Wayne Clements, Danielle Friedle, Roxann 
Gray, Shannon Tippit, and Con Trumbull.   

Volunteers  (continued from page 1) 
 

¶ Wayne Clements has done double duty as both a tour guide for practi-
cally all of our school tours and as a front desk volunteer working all 

sorts of last-minute shifts.  He helps with Ghost Tours and much more. 
 

In addition to those named above, our wonderful 2018 volunteers are:     
Sophie Bakken, Terry Ann Browder, Carolyn Buff, Mary Lynn Corbett, Bryant 
Crouse, Jenna Crouse, Linda Crowder, James Douglas, Danielle Friedle, 
Roxann Gray, Linann McDonald, Shannon McGoonan, Kalisandra Moran, 

Lana Perrotti, Kaye Reed, Tiffany Reed, Jim Russell, and Shannon Tippit.   
 

To find out how you too can help, please call the Museum (235-8462).  Also, 

join us as we honor them at the Winter Lunch & Learn on Feb. 2, 2019. 

We have discovered that the research library here at the Museum is 

missing a few books by local authors.  We are hoping to locate: 

¶ Casper Centennial1889-1989, Natrona  
County, Wyoming 1890-1990, by Irving    

Garbutt  & Chuck Morrison 

¶ History: The Presbytery of Wyoming of the 
Synod of the Rocky Mountains, 1869-1988  

by Art Randall 

¶ Copperopolis by Art Randall 

If you have a copy of any of these that you would 

be willing to donate, please call the Museum.  Do you have this book?! 

To thank our community for all of its support, Fort Caspar 
Museum is offering quarterly FREE ADMISSION DAYS.  
This will provide an opportunity for everyone to visit.  In 
addition to the upcoming Candlelight Christmas event on 
December 1, 2018, dates for 2019 will be: 

¶ May 4 

¶ July 27 (Casper Collins Day) 

¶ September 28 

¶ December 7 (Candlelight) 

FREE DAYS Offered Throughout the Year 

Enjoy the magic of  Candlelight Christmas 
in 2018 & 2019 with no admission fees. 

http://wyld.sdp.sirsi.net/client/en_US/natr/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:78886/ada?qu=randall%2C+art&lm=NATR&dt=list&rt=false%7C%7C%7CAUTHOR%7C%7C%7CAuthor
http://wyld.sdp.sirsi.net/client/en_US/natr/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:78886/ada?qu=randall%2C+art&lm=NATR&dt=list&rt=false%7C%7C%7CAUTHOR%7C%7C%7CAuthor

